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table and that any statements relating 
thereto be placed in the RECORD at the 
appropriate place as if read, with no in-
tervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 25) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The text of the concurrent resolu-

tion is located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

DESIGNATING MARCH 25, 2001, AS 
‘‘GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY: A 
NATIONAL DAY OF CELEBRA-
TION OF GREEK AND AMERICAN 
DEMOCRACY’’

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of S. Res. 20, which was re-
ported by the Judiciary Committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 20) designating March 

25, 2001, as ‘‘Greek Independence Day: A Na-
tional Day of Celebration of Greek and 
American Democracy.’’

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and, finally, that any 
statements relating to the resolution 
be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 20) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The text of the resolution is located 

in the RECORD of February 14, 2001, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 19, 
2001 

Mr. SESSIONS. On behalf of the lead-
er, I ask unanimous consent that when 
the Senate completes its business 
today, it adjourn until the hour of 12 
noon on Monday, March 19. 

I further ask consent that on Mon-
day, immediately following the prayer, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the morning hour be deemed to 
have expired, the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in 
the day, and the Senate then begin a 
period of morning business until 1 p.m., 
with Senators speaking therein for up 
to 10 minutes each, with the following 
exceptions: Senator DURBIN, or his des-
ignee, 12 noon to 12:30 p.m.; Senator 
MURKOWSKI, 12:30 to 12:50 p.m.; Senator 
THOMAS, or his designee, 12:50 to 1 p.m. 

I further ask that following morning 
business, the Senate begin consider-
ation of S. 27, the campaign finance re-
form bill, as under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. SESSIONS. For the information 
of all Senators, the Senate will con-
vene at 12 noon on Monday and be in a 
period of morning business until 1 p.m. 
Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will begin consideration of the 
campaign finance reform bill. Under 
the previous order, there will be up to 
3 hours of debate on all first-degree 
amendments, with a vote on or in rela-
tion to the amendments to occur fol-
lowing the use or yielding back of 
time. Amendments are possible on 
Monday, and therefore votes are ex-
pected. However, any votes ordered on 
Monday will be postponed to occur at 5 
p.m. 

All Members should be aware that 
the next 2 weeks will be extremely 
busy, and everyone should expect votes 
throughout the day and evening. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand in adjourn-
ment under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator BIDEN 
and Senator REID of Nevada. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Delaware is recog-
nized. 

f 

THE BANKRUPTCY BILL WILL NOT 
DISADVANTAGE WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I know 
my colleagues are accustomed to see-
ing me leave the Chamber 5 minutes 
after the last vote to catch a train to 
go home. As a colleague said today 
when I indicated I was going to speak 
this evening, they are sorry to see I am 
not on the train today. They are very 
happy that I commute every day. 

The reason I am speaking at this 
time is that I did not want to postpone 
the vote on the bankruptcy bill which, 
I might add, to state the obvious, 
passed overwhelmingly, with over-
whelming bipartisan support. Only 14 
Democrats voted against it and 1 Re-
publican, as I best counted. So this was 
an overwhelming vindication of the 
point that this bill is at least thought 
by the vast majority of the Senate in 
both parties to be a fair and equitable 
bill. 

But I want to go into some detail on 
this point, and it will take me some-
where in the range of 10 to 15 minutes 
to do it. This is the one portion of the 
bill that particularly Democratic col-
leagues most asked me about: Are 
women and children disadvantaged by 

the new bankruptcy law we passed 
today, assuming it becomes law after 
conference and is signed by the Presi-
dent? The resounding answer is: No. 

When some in the credit industry 
came to me and asked for my support 
for this legislation early on, I indicated 
I would be unable to support the legis-
lation as initially proposed several 
years ago. I thought it required some 
significant changes. And not to my sur-
prise, but to my satisfaction, there was 
little or no opposition to the proposed 
changes with which I was most con-
cerned. I want to thank Christian 
Cabral, who is with me this evening on 
the floor, for putting together the ma-
terial I asked for, which I am about to 
speak to, which will demonstrate just 
how much better off women receiving 
alimony or support payments are under 
the new proposed legislation, which 
just passed out of here with 83 votes, 
than they are with the present law. 

As I have indicated, I have heard a 
lot in recent days about how this bill 
lacks compassion—specifically, that it 
will hurt women and children who de-
pend on alimony or child support. The 
critics claim that by making sure more 
money is paid back to other creditors, 
this bill will make it harder for women 
and children to get payments that 
should be coming to them through ali-
mony and child support. 

Mr. President, I am particularly 
proud of my record in protecting 
women and children during my 28-year 
career in the Senate. I am most proud 
of my work in drafting and passing the 
Violence Against Women Act, to pro-
tect women who are victims of domes-
tic violence and all violence. I am also 
proud of my work to track down and 
hold responsible deadbeat dads. 

As long ago as 1992, I was on the Sen-
ate Democratic task force for child 
support enforcement. While I was 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, we enacted two major child 
support initiatives. As far as I am con-
cerned, this bill is an extension of 
years of work on my part and others’ 
to protect and enhance family support 
enforcement. 

I am here today to show that, con-
trary to a lot of the rhetoric we have 
heard tossed around on this floor over 
the last couple weeks, this bill actually 
improves the situation of women and 
children who depend upon child sup-
port. I specifically would like to speak 
to how this bill targets the problems 
they now face under the current bank-
ruptcy law and turns the bankruptcy 
system into a virtual extension of the 
current national family support collec-
tion system. 

S. 420, the bill we just passed, is so 
far superior to current law that the Na-
tional Child Support Enforcement As-
sociation, representing 60,000 child sup-
port professionals, supports it. These 
are the people from Salt Lake City to 
Wilmington, DE, in their family courts 
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